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Abstract 

Background: Child maltreatment is a complex global public health issue that can have devastating 

and pervasive effects on physical and mental health and wellbeing across the life course. Consistent 

measurement of child maltreatment is needed but is hampered by a lack of agreement on 

definitions and the essential information that should be measured within surveillance and research. 

Aim of the study: To reach a consensus on operational definitions and types of child maltreatment 

for use in surveillance and multi-sectoral research in 34 COST Action countries. 

Methods: This is an e-Delphi study using standard methods. A working group from the Euro-CAN 

(Multi-Sectoral Responses to Child Abuse and Neglect in Europe) multidisciplinary network of 

researchers and child protection practitioners from a range of European countries have developed 

the Delphi questionnaire, based on background work (a scoping review; a comparison of major child 

maltreatment classifications; and a survey of definitions already in use). An International 

Multidisciplinary Expert Panel will be purposefully selected to participate (n~40 individuals) to assess 

the statements in the questionnaire. The Delphi process will comprise three rounds, conduced 

electronically. Participants will score the importance of a range of questions on specific essential 

components and operationalised definitions of child maltreatment, with refinement between 

rounds. In all three rounds, the participants will be asked to independently rank questions across 

several domains, using a 4-point Likert scale (’strongly agree’, ‘agree’, ‘disagree’, ‘strongly disagree’). 

Consensus on each statement will be defined a priori as 70% or more agreement (’strongly agree’ or 

‘agree’) after the third round. Ethical approval will be sought. 

Results/Conclusions: The current lack of uniform definitions limits communication, and hinders 

attempts to identify, measure, respond to and prevent child maltreatment. This study will address 

these limitations, to improve data collection and surveillance of child maltreatment across different 

sectors and countries in Europe. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


